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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of ttiis communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it fails to be set forth on a 
clean and separate sheet. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. The title is awkward and confusing. A 
new title is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are 
directed. 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
the details to the elements 1 , 4, 5-7, and 16 as described in the specification. No 
numeral 1 can be found in the Figures. Numeral 4 (see Figures 1 and 2) simply has an 
arrow removed from the device pointing generally toward many structures. In Figure 4 
numeral 4 points toward a box structure at the top of the figure. Numeral 5 points, in 
Figures 1 and 2, to some unclear structure. In Figure 3 numeral 5 points toward a 
vertical wall and it is unclear what makes for a locking means. Numeral 6 is said to be a 
torsional member yet in Figure 1 it points to what can best be said two vertical walls and 
in Figure 4 it looks like numeral 6 point to a thin wall on the upper side of the structure 
shown. Numeral 7 is shown in Figure 4 only and is simply an arrow pointing toward the 
structure in the figure. No clear receptacle is shown. Numeral 16 is said to point to a 
stop in the specification yet no stop can be seen in Figure 1 . These and other structures 
are unclear in the drawings and render the invention indefinite and unclear. It is not 
clear from the drawings structure enabling one of ordinary skill in the art the ability to 
make or use the invention. 
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Further the "torque rod" of claims 6 and 23 is not shown in the claims. Further 
the "plurality of additional chain links" of claims 13-20 are not shown in the drawings. 
Yet further the "pivoting axis receptacle" of claims 8 and 19 has not been shown in the 
drawings. In claim 1 1 , the "means for substantially limiting the fixing means from 
pivoting" has not been shown in the figures. In claim 15, the "locking piece receptacle" 
has not been shown In the figures. The particular "locking means" of claim 22 has not 
been clearly shown in the drawings. 

Any structural detail that Is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing, MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing 
sheets In compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
Include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even If 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled In the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
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informed of any required corrective action in tine next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Positive 
recitations of claims (see pages 2 and 6) in the specification render the specification 
improper if not indefinite. The claims can be ever changing, cancelled, or different than 
what was originally filed and hence recitations of the claims in the specification render 
the specification improper. Direct recitations in the specification should be deleted. 
Further the specification appears to be a product of translation from a foreign document 
and as such contains many recitations that are indefinite and unclear. Review of the 
specification and appropriate correction is required. 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
See the objections to the drawing supra for instances that are unclear in the 
specification as to the structure being claimed in the claims. The specification and 
drawings should be amended to make clear the structure being claimed in order to allow 
one of ordinary skill in the art to make or use the invention. 
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6. Claims 2, 8, 15, 16, 18, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 2, "the direction of an 
outer wall" lacks antecedent basis. In claim 8, "the pivoting axis receptacle" lacks 
antecedent basis. Further in claim 8, "a pivoting axis" lacks positive recitation in the 
combination. In claim 15, "a locking piece receptacle" has not been positively recited in 
the combination. In claim 24 it is unclear which locking means provides antecedent 
basis, the locking means of claim 1 or that of claim 22 which appear to be different 
structure. 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-3, 7-19, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ehmann et al. '330. Ehmann teaches (see Figures 1 and 7) the claimed invention 
including a link plate 10 or 12, a fixing means generally at 40, a transverse link 14, a 
locking means 42/45/46, a lock piece receptacle at 38, a torsional element 36 (see 
column 3, lines 58-60), an outer wall of the link plate 10 being at 8' and an inner wall of 
the link plate at 8, a receptacle 22 for the fixing means 40, and a tool access region at 
22. 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ehmann et al. '330. Ehmann teaches the claimed invention, as treated supra, excepting 
that the fixing means and Wnk plates being made of separate members. Whether 
separate or made integral, as shown in Ehmann, would have rendered no new or 
unobvious result and would have been found obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention. To make a part separate or integral is but an obvious choice 
of machine expedients accomplishing the same result. It is held that forming something 
of one piece or two pieces accomplishing the same result only involves routine skill in 
the art (see Howard v. Detroit Stove Works, 150 U.S. 164 (1893). 

9. Claims 6, 20, and 23 would be allowable if rewritten to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 0. Claim 24 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejectjon(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David B. Jones whose telephone number is 571 272 
4518. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Banks Derris, can be reached at 571 272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/David B. Jones/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3725 


